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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DLOS-09 FEA-01 ERDA-05 AID-05 
CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO EPG-02 DODE-OO EB-08 
FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-06 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 
TRSE-00 ACDA-07 /113W 

092047 270718Z/13 

R 270646Z IUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
SECSTATE WASHDC 7533 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 0849 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PLOS, ENRG, TS, LI, MT 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIBYAN BOUNDARY DISPUTE - DRILLING BY 
J.W. BATES 

REF: (A) TRIPOLI 0959, (B) TUNIS 5040, 

1 . READING AND BATES MANAGER OF "J.W. BATES”, IN MALTA 
ON LEAVE, HAS INFORMED EMBOFF THAT "J.W. BATES" WOULD 
PROBABLY TERMINATE WORK ON D-2 WELL WITHIN NEXT TWO 
WEEKS. HOWEVER, THIS PERIOD COULS BE EXTENDED IF LAR 
REQUESTS ADDITIONAL TESTING. 

2. FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF WORK ON D-2 WELL, THE 
"J.W. BATES" IS UNDER CONTRACT TO DRILL IN LAR WATERS 
SOME FIFTY MILES EAST OF D-2, ACCORDING TO SAME SOURCE. 
(EMBOFF LED TO BELIEVE THAT LAR ENTICED READING AND BATES 
TO DRILL D-2 WELL IN DISPUTED ZONE BY AWARDING THEM 
CONTRACTS TO DRILL SOME EIGHT ADDITIONAL WELLS IN NON- 
DISPUTED AREA, UNDER SAME TERMS AS D-2 CONTRACT.) 
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3. NO CONFIRMED INFORMATION OBTAINABLE REGARDING RESULTS 
OF DRILLING, BUT RUMORS HERE ARE THAT THE APPROXIMATE 
DEPTH OF D-2 IS 14,000 FEET AND THAT THE WELL IS DRY. 

4. SAME SOURCE STATED THAT TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES WERE 
IN CONTACT WITH "J.W. BATES" LAST WEEK, BUT ONLY TO MAKE 
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POLITE INQUIRIES REGARDING WHEN THE RIG WAS EXPECTED TO DEPART. 

LAINGEN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTES, EXPLORATORY DRILLING, WATER BOUNDARIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VALLET00849 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770267-0605 
Format: TEL 
From: VALLETTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977071 1/aaaaajuv.tel 

Line Count: 64 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 6efaf662-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TRIPOLI 959, 77 TUNIS 5040 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1729012 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TUNISIAN-LIBYAN BOUNDARY DISPUTE - DRILLING BY J.W. BATES 
TAGS: PLOS, ENRG, TS, LI, MT, (BATES, J W) 

To: TUNIS TRIPOLI 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6efaf662-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



